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Education Scotland  
 
SCRUTINY OF REOPENING OF SCHOOLS AND ELC SETTINGS AND ASSOCIATED 
ISSUES  
 

Introduction 
 

1. At Education Scotland we appreciate the pressure and uncertainty that education 
establishments have been facing throughout Covid-19 and we recognise the effort they 
continue to make to support their colleagues, pupils and local community. 

 
2. In recognition of this, we took the decision prior to school closures to postpone all 

inspection and professional learning and leadership activity. This decision was taken to 
allow schools and establishments to focus on their local business continuity plans and 
to protect staff levels during this time. 

 
3. Education Scotland has changed the way it is working to provide tailored support to 

local authorities, schools and pupils and are well placed to continue supporting them in 
a variety of ways which suit local needs. 

 
4. School closures have necessitated a change in approach for Education Scotland and 

given us a strong platform on which to consider planning for 2020/21. Support since 
school closures and through Term 4 has included the following: 

• Some of our staff volunteered to work with and in the local authority hubs, 
directly supporting frontline early learning and childcare practitioners, teachers 
and local authority officers, to support learning and teaching. 

• Glow is already being used to great effect in schools and local authorities. We 
have been continuing to support the platform to ensure that teachers and 
learners are able to get the most out of learning at home. Directors of Education 
are now able to opt in to switching on the video conferencing facilities within 
Glow. Glow usage for week 1-5 June 2020 was just over 203,000 unique users. 

• In the wake of school closures, we very promptly launched an extended website 
on 24 March 2020 with resources to provide teachers and practitioners with easy 
access to high quality support materials. These have been shared online 
through DigiLearn in Wakelets and cover the 8 curriculum areas and sector 
areas. As of 4 June 2020, over 100,000 users have visited DigiLearn. 

• Regional colleagues have been gathering intelligence to inform and support the 
emerging policy and have been providing individual support to authorities to 
ensure a strong focus on equity. 

• On 14 May 2020, we launched Scotland Learns; a resource bank of 
straightforward, open-ended learning activities which are challenging, and that 
develop children’s and young people’s independence in learning. 

• A series of webinars have been organised and continue to run, supporting 
professional learning for remote learning and cover topics such as digital literacy 
skills, evidencing learning using iPads and getting the most out of Glow. Over 
6000 users have registered for the webinars since 23 March 2020. A further 
series of senior phase webinars started on 5 June 2020 to support planning and 
pedagogical approaches to blended learning. 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/scotland-learns/
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What support are we planning for the reopening schools and ELC settings? 
 

5. School and ELC closures can have a negative impact on learners’ progress and 
development, including their mental wellbeing. We therefore support the Deputy First 
Minister’s position that we must take careful and planned steps to enable children to 
return to education and childcare settings as soon as it is safe to do so. Education 
Scotland continues to play a significant role in supporting local authorities and schools 
to develop and implement these plans in a way that will help ensure children and young 
people can continue their learning in what will be a blended learning environment. 

 
6. As key members of the Covid 19 Education Recovery Group (CERG) and its 

workstreams, we have supported the development of the Strategic Framework and a 
broad range of guidance, for example on a phased and safe re-opening of schools, in 
local ways that maximise the number of pupils who are able to benefit from in-school 
learning. Working with partners, we have also developed a workforce survey and 
professional learning and wellbeing support guidance, which signpost readers to the 
comprehensive offer of support being provided by a great many organisations, including 
but not limited to COSLA, Barnardo’s, Public Health Scotland and the General 
Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS). 

 
7. As well as support for the work of CERG, Education Scotland has laid out its own 

recovery plan, supported by feedback gathered from some of our stakeholders. We 
have drawn on our range of intelligences to refocus our activities on identified areas of 
priority. This includes the following: 

• Production of a document setting out how we will continue to deliver our 
Corporate Plan given the changed context. This will be published in due course 
externally on the Education Scotland website alongside the Corporate Plan 
2019-22. 

• The decision to continue to suspend all early learning and school inspections in 
order to minimise additional work that might be required for inspections and to 
allow education establishments to focus on reopening schools; deliver new 
models of blended learning and provide continuity in educational provision. 
Inspections will resume during school year 2020/21 when it is safe and 
appropriate to do so. 

• HM Inspectors of Education will provide bespoke support to schools and 
contribute, with others, to the overall recovery of the education system. The 
programme of support will be targeted at helping schools as they implement their 
plans for recovery and continuity of educational provision. 

• Development of plans by Professional Learning and Leadership colleagues to 
introduce online engagement of their leadership programmes for session 
2020/21. 

• The offer of a national platform and safe space where different groups of 
educators can connect online to discuss issues and challenges they are working 
through and, where relevant, to share resources or to highlight interesting 
practice that is being undertaken. These will take the form of ‘Big Blethers’, 
‘Wee Blethers’ and ‘Headspace Blethers’. 

• The continued support of a blended learning offer for schools. 
• Guidance to support assessment in BGE. 
• Regional colleagues have engaged with local authorities on how Education 

Scotland can support their local recovery plans and are continuing to support 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-re-opening-schools-guide/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKfgsAfwmJD5GjGq6Q0cspyxUNU1NVEVWRVFHUUlFMVgzSVlJV0paMjhHMC4u
https://education.gov.scot/media/wvgjmbdk/joint-communication-to-sector-final.pdf
https://education.gov.scot/media/wvgjmbdk/joint-communication-to-sector-final.pdf
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Regional Improvement Collaboratives and collaboration between local 
authorities. 

 
Support for vulnerable children 

 
8. Many children and young people will have experienced significant challenges due to the 

Covid-19 crisis and as a consequence of subsequent school closures. Some children 
will be at greater risk than others due to environmental factors and other vulnerabilities 
such as additional support needs (ASN), caring responsibilities, and fragile mental 
health. Education Scotland has been working with partners in a variety of ways to 
support these children, including the following: 

• Education Scotland is providing a wide range of materials and resources to 
support the needs of vulnerable children and young people, their carers and 
families. For example, our Additional Support Needs Wakelet signposts 
materials stored online to support all children and young people with a range of 
barriers to learning. Specific resources to support autistic and dyslexic learners 
are available on webinars, the Autism Toolbox to support autistic learners’ return 
to school, and Education Scotland - online Professional Learning – Dyslexia and 
Inclusive Practice . A range of other supports for children and young people is 
summarised here. 

• Mental health has been a key focus during Covid-19. Our website and support 
materials will continue to be updated in light of new evidence and research. 
Currently, resources to support mental health include Children’s Mental Health, 
Resilience Alphabet (to support primary children build inner strength and improve 
wellbeing, and Compassionate & Connected Classroom (a health and wellbeing 
curricular resource for upper primary). 

• Part of our series of ‘Wee Blethers’ being offered this month for teachers and 
leaders will be on transitions for learners with additional support needs, and on 
learning, teaching and assessment. A jointly supported webinar with the 
National Autism Implementation Team (NAIT) will also take place this month, 
and other joint working with the third sector will continue to be sought. 

 
SQA Diet 2020 and Diet 2021 

 
9. The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) will provide advice for practitioners on the 

arrangements for assessing Diet 2020. 
 

10. Education Scotland is uniquely placed in working closely with local authorities, schools, 
colleges and the College Development Network (CDN), Skills Development Scotland 
(SDS), Scottish Funding Council (SFC) and other partners. We are therefore able to 
reflect on these shared intelligences to identify and provide support and guidance in 
collaboration with partners. 

 
11. Education Scotland will take account of assessment arrangements for SQA Diet 2021 

and other awarding bodies, and draw on regular feedback gathered from our ongoing 
support of schools and local authorities, to identify and help coordinate the most 
appropriate range of senior phase support throughout session 2020-21. 

 
12. Through our close work with national partners, Regional Improvement Collaboratives, 

practitioners and learners, our support will include the following: 

https://wakelet.com/wake/806a0675-e334-4c0f-9e8a-bb6dc1aac2c2
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/practitioner-live-webinars/
http://www.autismtoolbox.co.uk/transitions
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/practice-exemplars/Introduction%20to%20dyslexia%20and%20inclusive%20practice%20-%20Free%20online%20modules
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/practice-exemplars/Introduction%20to%20dyslexia%20and%20inclusive%20practice%20-%20Free%20online%20modules
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/practice-exemplars/Introduction%20to%20dyslexia%20and%20inclusive%20practice%20-%20Free%20online%20modules
https://education.gov.scot/media/0hucxxbd/practitioners-support-asn-transitions.pdf
https://wakelet.com/wake/506e0c7c-434f-4424-a9bb-98999a2f2065
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/compassionate-and-connected-classroom/
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• The development of a further series of senior phase webinars and support 
sessions across the curriculum for teachers, practitioners and leaders to support 
planning and pedagogical approaches to blended learning. 

• Work with the SQA, Regional Improvement Collaboratives, SDS, CDN and the 
college sector to provide a series of joint webinars to support teachers and 
leaders on key aspects of the range of available pathways, including NQ 
courses, units and apprenticeships over session 2020-21. 

• Build up and share examples of good practice from schools and local authorities 
in leading blended learning experiences during the Recovery Phase across a 
range of subjects. 

• Develop a national e-learning offer for the senior phase, in partnership with e- 
Sgoil, ADES, Scottish Government and Strathclyde University, to support and 
add value to learning provided through local authorities and schools. 

• Work with the college and school sectors to help share the support available for 
teachers and learners through college Virtual Learning Environments. 

 
Conclusion 

 
13. Education Scotland is preparing to provide a strong and appropriate level of guidance 

across education sectors as early learning centres and schools re-open. Our evidence 
and intelligences from extensive guidance developed during lockdown, together with 
ongoing information and data gathered through working directly and remotely with 
practitioners in national organisations, Regional Improvement Collaboratives, local 
authorities, schools, centres, and CLD will ensure our focus, range and format of 
support is well-targeted to meet needs. It will also be important for the Education 
Scotland offer to evolve throughout the Recovery Phase through strong, close 
relationships and partnerships within the empowered system so that, together, we 
provide the professional learning and support practitioners require. 
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